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To download N3FJP, go to Google,
type in N3FJP, click on the 1st line, and Enter.
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MN3FJP's Amateur Radio Software =
Windows-based general logging and contest-specific software, Free to try, [download]
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Amateur Contact Log =

For your convenience, we have created the N3FJP Software CD which contains the AC Log
calldata and installation files for all of our software programs, ...
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wovewr. ham, netfreviews detaill3742 - 36k - Cached - Simular page

N3FJP & KAZSEQ Hamsite »=f
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£ N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software - Mozilla Firefox
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Field Day Contest Log

Amateur Contact Log

Thanks for visiting our amateur radio software website! | became an amateur radio operator in 1976, at the age of 14 and
have been enjoying many facets of amateur radio ever since. | enjoy working contests, making contacts via CW and phone,
experimenting with antennas and general tuning around the bands. My lovely XYL, Kimberly, KA3SEQ, is my partmer in all
the contesting and software endeavors. We also share the hobby of amateur radio with our two sons, Christopher, KBIKCN,
and Bradley, KB3MNE.

As an extension of my Amateur Radio hobby, | hecame interested in computer programming. | wanted to create easy to use
software for my station that performed a variety of functions for contesting and general logging. | began with a program te
log contacts during November Sweepstakes and shared it with local hams. The program was so well liked, that | started to
receive requests for additional software.
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) N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software - Mozilla Firefox
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Field Day Contest Log

Thanks for visiting our amateur radio software website! | hbecame an amateur radio operator in 1976, at the age of 14 and
have been enjoying many facets of amateur radio ever since. | enjoy working contests, making contacts via CW and phone,
experimenting with antennas and general tuning around the bands. My lovely XYL, Kimberly, KAISEQ, is my parner in all
the contesting and software endeavors. We also share the hobby of amateur radio with our two sons, Christopher, KBIKCN,
and Bradley, KE3MNE.

As an extension of my Amateur Radio hobby, | became interested in computer programming. | wanted to create easy to use
software for my station that performed a variety of functions for contesting and general logging. | began with a program to
log comtacts during November Sweepstakes and shared it with local hams. The program was so well liked, that | started to
receive requests for additional software.
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J N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit ‘iew Higtory Bookmarks Yshoo! Tools Help
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4@ N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software

2 % Download New Engl 0 Par 7 Now! &
MAGE Log
e @ Download North Carolina QS0 Party Log 1.2 Now! &
November Sweepstakes < Download Ohio QSO Party Log 1.7 Now! <
i @ Download Oklahoma QSO Party Log 1.8 Now! <
RAC Log

@ Download Pennsylvania QSO Party Log 1.8 Now! &

State QSO Party Logs

Stew Parry % Download Texas OSO Party Log 2.0 Now! &
Lo @ Download Virginia QS0 Party Log 1.2 Now! &
E_ulm-tr]g & Bamd Plan

Files © Download Washington Salmon Run 1.8 Now! <

Dovwnload Country & L .
Band Pian Files @ Download West Virginia QSO Party Log 1.7 Now! &

“MOTE: There have been some rule changes to the calculations for WVOP bonus points and for reasons explained above

we have not had the opportunity to incorporate these changes. Generally, rule changes result in a state 050 party
WX Spots Log program’s removal, but since this version is still okay for logging and benus peints can be calculated manually, | have not
taken it off our software list. **

Speciaty Software

Amateur Exam Sfudy
Erogram © Download Wisconsin QS0 Party Log 1.7 Now!
CWy Practice

State QSO Party Log Features

Packef

4 EASY intuitive and fun to use!

Chher Specialty Logs -



"{ N3FP's Amabeur Rado Sof...

€ Cli www.n3fp.com

@ N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software

A O, A
Eield Dary Logs we have not had the opportunity to incorporate these changes. Generally, rule changes result in a state 050 panty
2 program’s removal, but since this version is still okay for logging and bonus points can be calculated manually, | have not
DRTE gartlg taken it off our software list. **

LARLI HF Log ; .
© Download Wisconsin QSO Party Log 1.7 Nowl &
internaticnal DX Log

State QSO Party Log Features

Hids Day & Hids Roundup

MAGE Log @ EASY intuitive and fun to use!

A Sprind @ Checks for duplicates {including partials).

Hyeember Sestpitohes @ Lists all contacts.

GRP ARCH Log "
@ Computer generated CW via either your serial or parallel ports (including RTS or DTR com line options ) or WinKey and

RAC Log play wave files via your sound card.

e GSO Party Logs @ Wiites files for log submission,

Slew Perry @ Wiites ADIF Expon file format.

VHF Logs ;

Sl @ Provides DX spotting via Telnet, your TNC or AGW Packet Engine.

(| Al B .

Files @ Interfaces with most Elecraft, Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu radios.

Do Country & @ Provides many current statistics and visual displays.

Bland Plan Files

s Catunrs State QSO Party Log Registration

VWX Spots Log The State OGS0 Party Logs are limited to 30 contacts until registered. For permanent use of each State 050 Party program, a
£6.00 registration fee is required. All the State 050 Party Logs are included in our software package!

Anatevr Exoaen Shudy

Brogram For your convenience, we have created the NIFJP Software CD which contains the State 0S0 Party Logs listed above and

w installation files for all of our software programs. The CD, with a single State 0S0 Party registration only, is $19.00 v
W—'— -
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State Q50 Party Log Registration ~

The State OS0 Party Logs are limited to 30 contacts until registered. For permanent use of each State 050 Party program, a
$6.00 registration fee is required. All the State OS0 Parnty Logs are included in our software package!

For your convenience, we have created the N3IFJP Software CD which contains the State 050 Party Logs listed abowve anid
installation files for all of our software programs. The CD, with a single State 0S0 Party reqistration only, is $19.00
{shipping/handling included).

Register all of our logging software at once and SAVE with the N3IFJP Software Package! Please see the Reqister Now! page

for details!

% Registration Options

F7 Please send Cash., Check or Money Order payable to G. Scott Davis for registration of this program. Please be sure to
include your call sign and e-mail addrass with your request so we can process your registration promptly! Send to the
address below:

G. Scott Davis, N3FJP
118 Glenwaod Road
Bel Air, MD 21014 5533

e
\: To purchase by credit card via PayPal, please click an icon below. Be sure to include your call sign in the

message section! PayPal will send you a Receipt of Payment within minutes of your fransaction. When we receive
Notification of Payment from PayPal, we will promptly send your password via e-mail. If you have not received a
confirmation within 24 howrs, please send us an e-mail.

 BuyNow ) State QSO Party Log (please specify state) - $6.00

(BuyNow ] g6 050 Party Log & CD - $19.00

LBuYNow ] yae 1p Software Package & CD - $49.00
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3 N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software - Mozilla Firefox
5 Edit ‘iew Higtory Bookmarks ‘shoo! Tools Help

K‘ - C gl | Rtk fm. ndfip.comf « |Gl n3Fap S
2| Most Visited .' zetting Started Latest Headines | | Lakefront Harbor Cen...

4@ N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software

A From that first program our software library has grown to the list you see at your left. Amateur Contact Loq is an easy 1o use

Site Index general logging program that has many great features including tracking of worked all states, counties and countries. The
| rest of our programs are easy to use "contest specific” applications. We are thrilled with the positive response we have
Wicicome! received concerning our software. and we can't thank you all enough for your ideas, kind words and encouragement,

-pail N3F.P - r % X
B LES Please click the links on the left to browse through our software library, try our programs, put them through their paces and

Hew Comnarts see what you think. We hope that you enjoy these programs, and if you find them useful, please tell a friend!

Reqgister
Register Mow

Upgrade to Package

M3F s Softvware CD

Hamfest Cedificates
Receive Lipgrade

Announcemeants

PayPal Help

Vihere's My Password?T

73, Scott & Kimberly

Donate N3FJF & HMSEQ
General Log Senving the Amatewr Radio community with contesting and general logaging software since 1997,
Amateur Contact Log Website hosted by ASPwebhosting.com

AC Log Ready Calllata .
Dovwnload (0109) ‘l’nl nu:_

W

AC | i Maniial Dvvasndnsg



Find the program now...

 On your computer,

e Go to Start,

e All Programs

 N3FJP,

e WI State QSO Party Log 1.7.
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Make sure your clock is coordinated with WWV.
One way Is to listen to 5mhz 10mhz 15mhz on
Shortwave for the time announcement, or have
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HERE IS YOUR LOGGING PROGRAM FORMAT

B ate 0150 Pa l : 0p ] 0 -
File Options Band Mode Clear Map Graph Recal List Hedp
Recent Contacts [ Last 20 | Score Statistics
Rec# | Call | SPC | County | Date/Time | Mo | Bnd | County Sent | Total PH Contacts .

Total CW Contacts ...
Total Multipliers ..........

Tot Score (less pwr mult) -
QSO0s / Hr (last 20 min) n
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States and Provinces Waorked: 0
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File Options Band Maode Clear

Map Graph Recall List Help

Recent Contacts [ Last20 | Score Statistics

Fec#

County

Drate/Time

County Sent

St / Prv / Country WI County

MONESM

Click Log "Time On"!

Ciossio o0

Possible Duplicates
Mode Bearing
Log "Time On" 358
Oper Time Band

Total PH Contacts ...
Total CWW Contacts ...
Total Multipliers ...

Tot Score (less pwr mult)

QS0s / Hr (last 20 min) -
QSOs / Hr (last 60 min) -

otates and Provinces Worked:
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TIME ON

« REMEMBER TO CLICK “TIME ON”
WHEN EVENT STARTS.
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ENTER CALL,STATE,WI COUNTY
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e Q50 Pa

File Options Band Mode Clear

AND HIT ENTER

Map Graph Recall List Help

v Last 20
Rec# | Call | SPC | County | Date/Time | Mo | Bnd | County Sent |
1 NONE/M W1 Winnebago 02/18 09:15 CW B0 FOM

Possible Duplicates
Modde Bearing
Log "Time Off" [ -
Oper Time Band

EE KN

Score Statistics

Total PH Contacts

Total CW Contacts ...
Total Multipliers .........

Tot Score (less pwr mult)
QS0s / Hr (last 20 min)

Q50s / Hr {last 60 min)
States and Provinces Worked: 1

1=[e3

St/ Prv / Country Wi County [ I
AL FL |AZ OR |co MO
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Cnty Wkd - 1 Cnty Rem - 71 KY TN [ID WY |E5 ND
Winnebago Adams A NC VA |MT AE |MN SD
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PA -
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NEW CALL. CHANGE BAND TO 2M AND MODE TO PH.

File Options WSl
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ate ()50 Pa

Mode Clear

Map Graph Recall List Help

Recent Contacts [ Last 20 | Score Statistics

—I_
[Reck |[C 0 | County | Date/Time | Mo | Bnd | County Sent |
1 N :3 rI Winnebage  02/1809:15 CW 80 FON
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432
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F’rwieges

St / Prv / Country Wi County

CT |aL FL |4Z OR [CO MO
NIEZF (0 du Lac Ga sCc |wa UT |14 NE
\ Cnty Rem - 71 KY TN |ID WY [KS ND
Winnebago  |Adams ~ NC VA |MT AE |MN SD
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File Options Band Mode Clear

Map Graph Recall List Help

0 Last 20 Score Statistics
Rec# | Call | SPC | County | Date/Time | Mo | Bnd | County Sent |  Total PH Contacts ... | —
2 NIEZF W1 Fond du Lac 02/1809:18 PH 2 FON Total CW Contacts ... -
1 MNINE/M Wl Winnebago 02/18 09:15 CW B0 FON R =
Total Multipliers ..........
Tot Score (less pwr mult)
QS0s / Hr (last 20 min)
QS0s / Hr (last 60 min)
states and Provinces Worked: 1
St/ Prv / Country Wi County )
. MA CT |AL FL |AZ OR |CO MO
| ME RI |ca sc |wa UT [1A NE
Cnty Rem - 70 VI [EY TN |ID WY |ES ND
Fond du Lac Adams ~ NC VA |MT AK |MN 3D
Vinnebago Ashland NV
Barron NY NJ
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0 h ' on R AR NM N4 WT
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Fla Options Band Mode Clear

Map Graph FRecall List Help

Last 20

Rec# | Call | sPC | County !'_n]:}“alEIT ime |_I}"*ILJ Bnd |ngunt}r Sent |_. ot
6 NINE/M W1 Wraushara 0218 11:15 CW B0 FOMN Total CVWW Contacts ...
5 WDOFLI W Ciconto 02/18 09:24 FH B0 FON Total Multipli
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Cnty YWkd - 4 Cnty Rem - 68 ¥T |KY TN |ID WY |[K5 ND
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Score Statistics
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Fie Options Band Mode Clear

Map Graph Recall List Help

Last 20

Rec# | Call | SPC | County | Date/Time | Mo | Bnd | County semt |  Total PH Contacts ...
7 NIEZF W1 Fonddulac 02/1811:18 PH 40 FON Total CW Contacts .. 5
6 NONE/M  WI Waushara 02/18 11:15 CW 80 FON Total Muftioh -
5 WD9FL] Wi Oconto 02/1809:24 PH 80 FON 2 WLIEPNEES (o cevoe e
4 KCIDOA W Fond du Lac  02/180922 PH 2 FON Tot Score {less pwr mult)
3 NIEZF W1 Fond du Lac  02/1809:20 PH 80 FON :
2 N9EZF Wl Fond du Lac  02/1809:18 PH 2 FOM @50s / Fir (fest 20 min) ‘
1 NONEM  WI Winnebago 02/1809:15 CW 80 FON QSOs / Hr (last 60 min)
States and Provinces Worked: 1
St / Prv / Country WI County
MA CT |AL FL |AZ OR |co MO
| GA SC |wa UT |IA NE
Cnty Rem - 68 KY TN |[ID WY |[KS ND
Fond du Lac Adams A NC VA [MT AK |MN 5D
Oconto Ashland == NV
Waushara Barron NY NI
Paccible O o Winnebago Bayfield AR NM NE BC
Brown 3 NS NT
Buffalo - LA TX |MI WV 5 e
Burnett DE MD |MS OK |oOH e
Calumet
PA
- Chippewa EN: [
ode Clark - o
CA HI |IL WI |SE YT
Log "Time OH‘I m Columbia
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Tips for Wisconsin QSO Party, March 15, 1 PM to 8 PM
I usually do an article on WIQP for the membership. This year, | am going to give you some operating
tips, that should make WIQP participation quite easy. Those of you who were at the club meeting
February 10 to listen to the presentation on setting up contest stations, hopefully picked up some valuable
tips for your station, as well as operating tips. My part of that presentation included some suggestions
for using the N3FJP logging program on WIQP. | will repeat some of them in this article.
WIQP, the West Allis Club sponsored event is happening soon, as you can note from the title. This year
there is a really good reason to participate. The ARRL is sponsoring the Year of the State QSO Party, to
recognize the organizations that sponsor State QSO Parties, and to encourage all hams to participate.
Why do | mention it ? Three reasons. First, this will give club members the chance to crow about their
club being the WIQP sponsor. Second, it gives our club members a chance to earn this award - however,
you need to participate in WIQP in order to have a chance for those ARRL awards. Third, this would
dovetail quite nicely with Howard's suggestion of an internal club Worked All States competition, since
QSL cards are not required ( you can download a very nice certificate, and the printable stickers to put
on that certificate ). Hopefully our popular WIQP event will see a better than normal participation this

year because of the ARRL event. | hope this is the year that you say to yourself, I am going to participate
?
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General Suggestion Tips

Tip One. Probably the most important tip is LEARN TO LISTEN. Over the years of operating, | have
come to believe the most important skill you can achieve is the ability to listen. LISTEN to make sure
that a station is calling ""you.” When your transmission is finished, LISTEN to make sure you actually
have worked that station. You would be surprised how many times you will find you did not work that
station. LISTENING not only helps you do better, it helps others.

Tip Two. Use standard identification. You need to ID yourself clearly, with standard phonetics, not
some odd words, or "'cute’ phonetics. The standard phonetics were set up for a reason. Speak your
callsign with those phonetics clearly.

Tip Three. ldentify often. The rules do say every ten minutes. However, they also say at the end of each
transmission with a station. In my view, for contesting, you need to ID yourself with each transmission.
It is quite easy to do - just give the callsign of the station you are contacting, then give the report and then
give your callsign. Depending on how fast the contacts are happening, this tip can allow you to work 3 to
4 stations a minute. Besides that, by starting out mentioning the other callsign right up front, all the
stations on frequency know exactly to whom you are responding. And they know who you are, which will
allow them to immediately call you when you finish your last contact. There is nothing worse than to
have to wait 10 minutes for a station to ID before you know who he/she is. By following this tip, | believe
you are setting a standard that others will eventually follow.

Tip Four. Use the same phonetics. By this | mean - go back to the calling station using the exact same
phonetics he/she used - if they say Boston Cream Pie, you say Boston Cream Pie. Don't change their
phonetics to what you know they should be phonetically, as that will only confuse them and slow things
down. Yes, | know. Not all operators are using standard phonetics yet. Hopefully, if they read this
article, they will. In my opinion, this is really a big time saver.
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N3FJP Logging Tips

Tip Five. Background color. I suggest you consider changing the color of the States/Provinces you have
worked. This change will make the S/Ps disappear from the screen when you work them, so only S/Ps
you NEED to work are shown. In the bar on top, select Options, Appearance, Colors and change
""worked" to the same background color as your screen ( default is gray ). By the way, there is no way to
change color of the WI counties. Actually, the color is unimportant, as they change to the "worked""
column as you work them anyways.

Tip Six. Keyboard. Learn to use just the keyboard for logging. Every operation needed can be done via
the keyboard, except DELETING or EDITING a contact, which requires the mouse. To avoid having to
use the mouse during a contest, | suggest you keep a piece of paper handy, so you can make a note on
that paper of any problem with a contact. Then during a break, or when the contest ends, you can go
back and fix those contacts, using the mouse. Using just the keyboard means that you are operating at
peak efficiency, which sure speeds things up.

Tip Seven. Abbreviations. This is a real time saver. Cw operators use our three letter abbreviations.
Phone operators should. Why ? Think of it as the number of keystrokes needed, especially if you have
taken the time to learn how to use just the keyboard for logging. When typing in a county, if you wish to
use the full county name instead of its abbreviation, be aware that there are problems with ten county
names - MARathon, MARinette, MARquette, WAUkesha, WAUpaca and WAUshara counties need a
fourth keystroke to be able to pick the one you want. WASHburn and WASHington need a fifth
keystroke. This totals 10 extra keystrokes.
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Green County and Green Lake County is another matter using full county names. Try to enter GREEN.
GREEN LAKE pops up. To enter just GREEN, you need to delete everything after the word GREEN,
which can be easily done from the keyboard using the DELETE key ( this does not require the mouse ).
If you hit the space bar instead of the delete key, to try and delete just the word LAKE, the program tells
you that GREEN is not a valid county. While this is extra screwing around with the keyboard, it is not a
big problem, other than remembering how this needs to be done. Obviously, GREEN LAKE enters
without a problem. However, you will find that by using our 3 letter abbreviations, the program is
smart enough to select the right county for all the counties except one - GREEN County. With the GRE
abbreviation ( Green County ) - you will again note that GREEN LAKE pops up. Hit the the DELETE
KEY on the keyboard ( the mouse is not needed here either ). You will see that just GRE is left on the
screen. Hit ENTER to log GREEN county. | suggest you try our 3 letter abbreviations this year. And by
the way - typing GRL will show only GRL on the screen, but will enter as Green Lake. If you want to
use only abbreviations, | can help you change the master file to make it even faster, which will also
eliminate the only problem when using abbreviations - the GRE thing.

Tip Eight. Radio connected to computer. One of the other problems with the N3FJP program, although
minor, is the need to change the mode and band on the screen, when you move to a new band or do a new
mode. In the heat of battle, you might forget to change them, and then your log will not be correct. |
know I have forgotten. As a solution, Tom Macon suggested that you should connect your radio to your
computer, so the automatic selection of band and mode can be done by the program. 1 tried that long
ago, having found that doing a connection slows down the logging turnaround time on my computer, as
the program then needs to read the VFO and BAND information each time a contact was made, before |
could log that contact. | found that if | wanted to keep my computer working as fast as possible, I could
not connect my radio and computer. My alternate method is to paste a note on the screen to remind me
to change band/mode. Maybe you will find that connecting your radio and computer does not slow you
down. Point is - either a radio/computer connection or the paper alternate works.

I think that pretty much covers the main tips. | could rattle on for a long time on other suggestions.
Perhaps, we could do another program on contest operating at a future club meeting, or, I could do
further tips in future issues of Hamtrix.

Please try to make some time to operate WIQP on March 15. Crow about WARAC sponsoring WIQP
often. You will find HF really active, both on phone and CW. If HF is not your choice, two meters is
quite active too. | suggest you give it a try. Operating WIQP is really, really fun.

Lynn Tamblyn, KOKR

Chairman WIQP for WARAC
3/8/2009



Ten Reasons Why You Should Operate in the
Wisconsin QSO Party

By Fred Helmsietter, NOFH

This year's nunning of the WIQP 1= nght arcund the corner. Some people are sure to get on every year and always have a [ L
blast Other hams either occasionally participate or have never given the WIQF a try. Here are ten good reasons why you
should fire up the radio on March 15th, 200% (1:.00PM local me) and join m the fun

Tt might be best to start off with a short description of what the WIQF is. This is our state "Q350 party” in which hams try to
contact as many other stations as possible during the contest period (7 hours on Sunday afternoon and evening n our case). |

Lots of other states have suvalar events but ours is one of the best in terms of in-state and out-of-state activity, During the F’
WIQP, the rules for stations inside versus outside Wisconsin are slightly different. Hams located in Wisconsin can contact L/
stations anywhere for credit ("QS0 pomts”) while people outside of the state only work W1 stations. Each of the 72 counties
in Wisconsin counts as a score "multiplier” and for n-state participants other US states and Canadian prowinces are
multpliers as well The exchange 15 your county if in Wisconsin and your statefprovinee if outside. So the basic ideas to
contact and accurately log as many stations as possible m as many different counhes/statesfprovinces as possible,

5o - here are some things to think about:

L. You don't need a big station to do well.

I often hear people talk about how there's no pomnt in gethng nvolved mn somethung ke WIQP or other contests because "everyone 15 runnung 3 KW amps mnto
stacked beams" and the "little guy" has no chance. The reality 1= that in an event hice WIOQP the ham with a typical small stabon 15 m a very good posiion to do well
Most of the important contacts for Wisconsin operators are made within a few hundred miles and local actiaty tends to favor the 80 and 40-meter bands. I have




So - here are some things to think about:

1. You don't need a big station to do well.

| often hear people talk about how there's no point in getting involved in something like WIQP or other contests
because "everyone is running 3 KW amps into stacked beams™ and the "little guy" has no chance. The reality is
that in an event like WIQP the ham with a typical small station is in a very good position to do well. Most of
the important contacts for Wisconsin operators are made within a few hundred miles and local activity tends to
favor the 80 and 40-meter bands. | have several antennas at my station but in the years that I've scored well in
WIQP most of these contacts were made on a basic 40m dipole hanging 20 to 25 feet off the ground and fed
with a long run of RG8/X. Most hams can manage an antenna like this even if it's only up for the weekend of
the contest. As for power, since the rules were changed several years ago to include a power multiplier, very
few people seem to be running more than 100 watts.

2. You don't need HF privileges or fast CW skills.

It is certainly true that most of the contacts that are available to you during the contest are on the HF bands.
That said, you may be surprised to see how many people you can find on VHF and UHF. | know of a few VHF
enthusiasts who focus their attention on those bands and have been quite active in WIQP. This includes QSOs
on FM as well as SSB. If you only have a 2m radio and a vertical antenna you might want to hang around the
FM simplex frequencies and see who you can find (146.55 is usually good). Some years there is quite a lot of
activity here. As for CW, there are lots of folks that operate WIQP every year and don't use this mode at all.
However, if you really want to maximize your score you can't beat doing some CW since the rules state that
each contact in this mode counts more. If you tune around you'll find people at all different code speeds on the
bands calling CQ WIQP.

3. It's great practice for operating on Field Day.

There are an awful lot of hams that don't have a burning interest in HF operating but do like to get on maybe
once a year for ARRL Field Day with their buddies. As with many skills, when it comes to being comfortable
and proficient in front of a radio there is no substitute for practice. If you want to be a little smoother at FD this
year then consider putting in some time during WIQP. You can practice your contest style exchanges, get
familiar with a new radio or logging software, or try out a new idea for a portable antenna. Several years ago |
did a WIQP "expedition™ to a semi-rare county with a friend of mine from our FD group. We camped out and
set up a portable station and had a great time playing around in the snow. We were also able to try out a few
new tricks that helped our score in June.
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4. You can help your favorite club.

Did you know that WIQP has a club competition? Is your club looking for a little organized activity or a little
more visibility within the state? Here's your chance. The more club members you can get to submit logs the
better your chances for winning the club title in WQIP. This could also be a good reason to get together with
other members. There are several entry categories for multi-operator efforts. If you have an HF setup and others
in your club don't, invite them over and do a multi-op entry. This can really be a lot of fun. It can also be a good
opportunity to expose new hams to HF operating and contesting (see also no. 3 above). The Ozaukee Radio
Club came out on top in WIQP 2007. Who will be next to hold the title?

5. You can win certificates and awards.

Some folks like "wallpaper". If that's true in your case you should be aware that the WIQP organizers provide
very attractive "certificates of achievement" for a large number of entries. The top scoring single operator also
gets a beautiful engraved wooden plaque. Be the first in your neighborhood to have one! Of course, getting on
for WIQP is also a good way to check off a few new states for your Worked All States (WAS) or grid squares
for VUCC.

6. Rare Wisconsin counties are active.

Are you a "county hunter"? Lots of hams get hours of enjoyment from chasing and tracking QSOs with counties
throughout the US. It's kind of like taking the WAS award from ARRL to the extreme! The object here is to
make two-way radio contact with hams operating in every county in every state. State QSO parties like WIQP
are great for this in that since counties are considered multipliers within the contest, rare counties are often put
on the air. Also, don't forget that WARAC sponsors the "Worked all Wisconsin Counties Award". The WIQP
might be the only time you're likely to hear some of them on the radio.
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7. Say hello to old friends (and make some new ones).

One of my favorite things about the WIQP is the opportunity to say hello to old friends. A number of hams that no longer live in
Wisconsin make it a point to get on the air during WIQP and check in for this very reason. There is a pretty consistent group of
operators that show up every year and after you do it a while you'll start to recognize a lot of callsigns. You're also going to hear lots
of people you know from the local clubs. Some ops tend to try to keep it moving as fast as possible while others will take some time to
"ragchew" and catch up a bit. It is a "QSO party" after all which amounts to a great way to get as many Wisconsin hams and
interested others on the air at the same time.

8. Support amateur radio in Wisconsin.

The WIQP is really the only organized amateur radio event in which all hams in the state are encouraged to get on the air and contact
each other. The level of activity in the WIQP says a lot about the state if the hobby in Wisconsin. Our QSO party has a well-deserved
reputation for being one of the best organized and attended. The level and quality of CW activity is also often mentioned by those
outside the Badger State. Get on the air and add your support.

9. Learn more about contesting.

Are you the kind of person that likes to keep score? If you like healthy competition and amateur radio then contesting may be
something you want to learn more about. State QSO parties like WIQP are a great way to get your feet wet in contesting. The
operating period is short, the rules are simple, and the scoring structure favors low power stations with low antennas. While activity
levels are such that you'll be able to consistently make contacts at a pretty good rate, they are not as high as in other domestic or DX
contests when the entire band will be packed from top to bottom with people CQing. Operators also tend to be a bit more laid back in
this situation. See how many QSOs you can manage in an hour, or think about ways to maximize the number of multipliers you work.
The WIQP is a great place to start thinking about the strategy and tactics needed to maximize your score.

Contesting in general is probably the best way to develop a whole group of skills including fast and accurate operating, knowledge of
propagation, station design and optimization, etc. You can always do something to put up a better score. Importantly, "better” can
mean better than the next guy you want to beat or, more often, just better than you did last year. Keeping score and having everyone
play by the same set of rules allows you to measure your progress as an operator and quantify the effectiveness of your station.

10. Have fun!

The most important reason to get on for WIQP is that it loads of fun. There's something in it for everybody from the hard-core
contester to the casual mobile op with a 2m FM rig taking the kids to their afternoon activities. If you've never tried making contacts
in the WIQP I hope you will give it a shot this year. If you've done it in the past but have gotten out of the habit then I hope you get on
as well - if only to give your club a few more points and to say hello to some old friends.

You can read about the WIQP on the WARAC web site (http://www.warac.org). All the information you need to participate as well as
the results for prior year's events can be found there. | hope to put you in the log on March 9th! CU on the bands.

73 de N9FH
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THE END

e Thanks a lot and have fun In the contest.
/3 KBO9KEG Randy Grunewald
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